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CENTRAL INTELLIGENGCE AGENCY
 QFFICE OF NATIONAL ESTIMATES

I April 1952

STAFF MEMORANDUM NO. 216 S o

SUBJECT: Suggested WIE on Nationalism in French North Africa
ard its Effect on US Strategic Interests.

‘1. We believe that present and potential US strategic
interests in French North Africa and the probable impact.on
‘these interests of the rising tide of local nationalism in the
area warrent an NIE on this subject. The native nationalist
gituation and outlook not only affect US interests in the area .
itself (especially in terms of potential US securily problems
there), but algso affect the defense potential of certain of
our allies, especially France, and our relations with the

" Moslem world. ‘ ’ ’

2. In US strategic terms, North Africa represents: .
. . (a) a primery defensive line in the event of an early Soviet attack
| : . upon Western Eurcpe; {b) a NATO flank defensej (c) a potential
| ' line of departure for counter-offensive purposes; (d) an
| important element in naval and air conirol of the Western
| ‘ Vediterraneansand (e) an important link in the belt of
' g . air bases for US strategic air attacks on the USSR. In
conformence with these strategic interests, the US is developing
" & substantial naval, air, and ground base program in Neorth Africa.
This program is well under wey in Morocco and to & lesser extent
"in Algeria, but the program for Tunisian bases has been delayed
by French reluctance to grant permission for military survey leams
to enter the area, and, more recently, by the unsettled Tunisian
situation itselPs Military negotiations with Spain mayg in dus
course, cover the question of Spanish Morecccan bases.

3. While direct US econcmic interest in North Africa is
small, the area is of considerable economic as well as military
importance to France as a reservoir of manpouwer and a final
redoubt, and for its economic contribution, actual and r\%'rberﬂ;ia.'l.9
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ho We believe that the NIE on North Afriea should assess
primarily the growing nationalist movements in the area, their
probable future development, their already evident international
repercussions, and their immediate and longe=range significance to
US interests. It should alsc assess (drawing largely on NIE=63)

the probable French reaction to this nationalist problem and .
‘probable French ability te cope with i%t. The growing conflict

betwsen French policy and locsl nationalism willy in any event,
continue to engage US policy.makers in rgconclling@(a) US interests
in the security of the areag (bj U8 interest 1n the welfare of &
major ally, France; (¢) the traditionsl US position regerding
colonidlism vg, self=determination; and (&) US relations with the

" Meoslem worid., These implicaticons should certainly be examined in
~ the NIE, ‘ ' - :

5. The State Departmerit is at present drafting an NSC policy

paper on French North Africa, Spanish Morocco, and Libya which they

gsay will take some time to complete, We have asked the drafiting
committee to let us have their views as to the key problems for

which they will propose policy recommendations, and toward which we might

 direct our intelligence examination. Libya was added only because

it had not been covered in the H#SC paper on the Arab States, but
we recommend that it be omitted from the NIE as posing essentially
an Arab State rather than a colonisl type problem. We might also
omit Spanish lorocco as belng of essentlally secondary importance.

6. We suggest tbe following general torms ef reference,

“ﬁhich ecould be expanded if this is thought desirable. In any case,
. we suggest that Board action on terms of reference be held up until we

have received the suggestions of the Stalte people,

STAT

- Ro Wo Kémér
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. SECRET

SUEJE@TS THE NATTONALIST PROBIEE& N F?ENCH NORTH AFRICA. AED
' ITs EFF’EC’T ON ﬁS SECURITY INTERESTS

THE PROBLEM

- To assess: (a) the strat@glc mportance of the areaj .
(b) the current strength and probable development of local »
nationalismg {¢) ths probable French reaction aml French sbility
to cops with the problem; (d) the probable international reper-
cussions; and (e) the probable implications for US security in-
terests. This estimate should be “@penaend'“ i should 1@01& as

_ far ahead as seeng feasim.eo :

PISCUSSTION

I. WHAT IS THF STRATF‘GIC 'TMPORTANCE OF THE AREA ‘I‘O THE US AND
- ITS ALLIES?

This section should assess the importa,mg of the area as & ,
" gtrategic complex, both in terme of its cairect value to the US and
ite value to NATQ and France g8 wellg

A. What are direct US strategic interesis in French N’@rth Afﬁca?

. Bol What is the poh,tical 9 @conumic g and military por‘&;anee of ,' -
e . ths area 'ta France? —- Mapuj(f)?ﬁbmwrh WYW

Co Is th,e area of any direet importance. to NATO straye@.e imtemsta
as a whole, aside from the above?
"II. WHAT I3 THJ‘ CEE{RENT SI'I‘UATION IN FRENCH B&ORO&‘:C()9 TUNISIA AKD
‘ AIGERIA? ' , ‘

Thig analysis should cever each of these territeries individmuy
a.nd trace the in%ercrelatiomhips whara cperativeo o
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 SEGRET

W?hat 1ls the level of econcmic dws].@pmentg imiuatrially and
agriculturally? What ave strategic econamic resources and
their availability? Whet is the extent and nature of fore:.gn
aconomic participation? o

What is 'bhe distribution of ecommic am political pmr among
‘the hatives -~ between the natives and fc»x'sign groups? How

'larg@ is the Europea.n population?.

What is the organization, strangth and social support, leaders,
légal status and political position of the native nationalist
groups and their labor and other affiliates? Of Communist
groups and affiliates? The relations ‘bet%‘een mtn.omlist end
Communist groups? = -

‘maat ars the aspirations ef thes@ nationalist groups and tha o
moans by which they hepe to attain them? The extent of eoopera- .
‘tion between the nationalist groups in the differsnt terrviteries,
and of the repercussions of nationalist developments in one area
upon the others? The extent to which the natmnalist and
Comnunist groups are aided from outside sources — the Arab
countrise, the USSR, other? The pert played by religious and

- eulturel differences between the natives and foreign elements?
' Natianalist relations with the us?

What ers the strength and nature of the control mechanisms
exercised by the French —- economic, pelitical and military?
The policies of the French with regard to nationslist aspira-

- tilons? Thse extent and means by which France is seesldng %o

reconcile its own interests and nationalist aspirations? The
relations between the US and France in ths area? The impact

upen the French North African position of Spanish policies in
Spanish Morocdo and with respect to the Arab countries? |

What is the relative strength and level of development of the
netionslist movemsnt in the three territeries? What are the
capabilities of each of the native nationalist groups for
violsmee or disruption and Freneh seourity cap&bilﬂ.tiss for
centroning such davalomeﬁts?

117, vmw ARE 'mm PROBABLE DEVELOFMENTS?

'Ao

To what extent iz mtional lem likely o grow. further in &lmger:kas :
Tunisia, and MHorocco? What are the chief internal and external

factors which will influence this development? To what extent -
‘might thers be fuz"t,hs_r violent disorder or even revolution?

e QNFEDENTEAL
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Bo To what extent will the French be abls to cope with this
- problem? To deal with it militarily in event of viclence? -
To dampen its appsal or divert it by reforms? What policy
is France likely to adopt? g : : ‘

(S

C. What are the probable international repercussions of the
- further development of nationzliem? ~ '

1. 7o what extent will the Moslem states and others soek

to put pressure on France? What ald might they extend ,
. %o the nationalists? How effective is their support 1ikely
- to be to the nationalist cause?

Do What is the likelihood of these conflicts reaching UN
consideration in the Security Council? In the Oeneral
. Asseambly? Under what circumstences? With what probable
- consequences upon US relations with the Arab countyries?
Upon US-French relations? US~native relations? Other
repercusgions in the UN? - o - '

- ¢

IV, WHAT ARE THE FROBABIE TMPLICATIONS FOR US INTERESTS?

A, What impact might probable developments in North Africa have
upon the US base program? Upon the avellability of native
labor, of local rssouwrces; etc.? - :

B. To what extent will the nationalists seek US support and

- what will be the reaction of France %o this? ' :

C. What is the probable impact of Nerth Africen developments
upon the French political scene, and on French militery
and economic capabilities? ' -

L T CONRDENTIAL
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